
Upcoming Events

Monday 17 March
St Patrick’s Day 

Friday 21 March
Harmony Day

Liturgy and celebration

Friday 21 March
Ride to School Day

Wednesday 26 March
Parent Education Session #1

Literacy focus
6pm in the Library

Friday 28 March
Parent Welcome Function

7pm

Community connections are now up and running for 2025 with our Grade Parent nominations

almost complete (we just need one last grade parent for  2B) and an amazing group of

volunteers forming our Events Committee 2025. I thank all those that have stepped up to

volunteer this year in a variety of capacities. While most roles have now been filled we would

welcome any other members of the community that would like to be involved to join us,

please email the school office with your interest. 

It was wonderful welcoming new families into the school last week for our annual Open Day,

we have now begun processing enrolments with interviews for enrolling in 2026 to begin in

the coming weeks. If you have a sibling at home who will be ready for school in 2026 please

contact the school office to access your application for enrolment.

The next few weeks will be very busy with many celebrations and events on within the school.

We look forward to welcoming our families to join us as we celebrate St Patrick’s Day,

Harmony Day, Ride to School Day, hold our 1st Parent Education Session for 2025 and our

Parent Welcome Function we hope you can join us for one or all of these events.

 OUR LADY OF DOLOURS
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Ignite, Innovate & Include in the Spirit of Mercy

FROM THE PRINCIPAL
MARCO IANNI PRINCIPAL

Enrolling now for 2026

O P E N  D A Y

https://www.olddbb.catholic.edu.au/news-events/calendar/
https://www.facebook.com/ourladyofdolourschatswood/
https://www.instagram.com/oldchatswood/
https://www.olddbb.catholic.edu.au/enrolment-contacts/enrolment-forms-information/
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Open Day 2025
Thank you to all the members of our
local community that attended our
recent open day. It was wonderful

welcoming you into our school to show
you all we have to offer. 

We now look forward to commencing
our interviews for our 2026 prospective

students.
If you have a child at home ready for
school in 2026 but missed open day
please contact the school office for

information on enrolling or click on the
below link to access and application

form:-
Enrolment application OLD

https://www.olddbb.catholic.edu.au/enrolment-contacts/enrolment-forms-information/


ASH WEDNESDAY AND PROECT
COMPASSION
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Last wednesday we celebrated Ash Wednesday and
the beginning of Lent. Our Year 5 and Year 6

Students went to Mass where Father Hein talked
about ways to participate in Lent and by using the
word JOY acronym (Jesus, Others, Yourself). Reflect

and prayer to Jesus, help others and be kind to
yourself.

Lent is a time of preparation before Easter to pray,
reflect and give penance. It’s a time to help others

and make good choices. 
During Lent we will proudly participate in Caritas
Australia’s Project Compassion and fundraise to

support people facing poverty. 
Project Compassion collection boxes were given out
to the students. Please Unite with us and help with
donations in your own family and community and
bring the boxes back to school by the end of term.

INTRODUCING FATHER HIEN
‘Hello! My name is Father Hien Vu, the seventh of eight children in
my family in Vietnam. I enjoy sports—especially soccer, ping-pong,
tennis, and running—as well as playing the guitar, a bit of the
organ, and singing/chanting.
With a degree in Business Administration, I worked as an
accountant for a pharmacy firm before discerning God’s call to the
priesthood, drawn by questions about life’s ultimate purpose and
His plan for me.
I arrived in Australia in 2016 to study for the Diocese of Broken Bay
and spent seven years in formation at the Seminary of the Good
Shepherd in Homebush. I was ordained a Deacon in November
2023, serving at Hornsby Cathedral Parish, and later completed my
Sacred Theology studies at the Catholic Institute of Sydney and
Notre Dame University. In August 2024, I was ordained a priest, and
in 2025, Bishop Anthony appointed me as an Assistant Priest here
in Chatswood.
At Our Lady of Dolours Chatswood, I serve as school chaplain and
connect with the parish youth. I pray that we grow in holiness
together, learning to grow, love, and serve God and others in our
unique vocations—whether as children, parents, teachers, or
members of our faith community—united in one faith, one Lord,
one Baptism. 
I look forward to journeying with you all in this Jubilee Year 2025
and beyond! God bless you! Father Hien’
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Sport News - from Mr C.
Broken Bay Football (Soccer) Trial
Two of our Year 6 students Tatsumi and Maxwell were given the 
opportunity to represent our school at the Broken Bay Football (Soccer) 
Trial, which was held at Lionel Watts Playing Fields, Frenchs Forest on the
4th March.
On behalf of myself and the school community, I would like to take this opportunity to 
congratulate Tatsumi and Maxwell on their amazing efforts on the day and from the report back from the staff
trialling the students, how extremely well they played and the good sportsmanship they displayed. 
I would like to congratulate Maxwell who made it into the Broken Bay Boys Football (Soccer) team as a
Midfielder/Defender.  The next trial is on Friday 2nd May at Bathurst. All the best to Maxwell. I am sure you will
put your amazing soccer skills on display and wish you the best of luck at the next trial. GOOOOOOO Maxwell!

North Shore Swimming Zone Carnival
Congratulations to all the students that represented
Our Lady of Dolours, Chatswood at the North Shore
Zone Swimming Carnival on Thursday 27th February
at Hornsby Aquatic Centre. It was lovely to see all
students doing their best and supporting and
cheering on each other. Well done to the students in
the team coming 8th overall in school points from 15
schools. 
Our 2025 OLD Swimming Squad was represented by:
Maria, Joshua, Elisabeth, Julian, Hannah, Sara, Mirin,
Annabelle and Olivia.
Congratulations to Hannah in Year 4 and Julian in Year 5 who went on
to compete at the Broken Bay Swimming Trial on Tuesday 11th March -
these students will participated in the following events and their
placing in the zone carnival: 
Julian: 2nd overall in Boys 10yo 50m Freestyle
Julian placed equal 6th overall for the Age Division for 8-10 Boys. 
Hannah: 1st overall in Girls 10yo 50m Freestyle
                   1st overall in Girls 8-10yo 50m Butterfly
                    1st overall in Girls 8-10yo 50m Breaststroke 
                    2nd overall in Girls 8-10yo 50m Backstroke
On behalf of the OLD community, we would all like to say a huge
congratulations to Hannah who placed 1st overall for the Age Division
for 8-10yo Girls. What an amazing achievement. 
An extended thank you must go to our wonderful parents/carers who
supported our students on the day. Well done 2025 Swimming Squad!
The entire community is very proud of your performance and results.

Broken Bay Swimming Championships
 On Tuesday 11th March, Hannah and Julian competed in the Broken Bay Swimming Championships at Sydney
Olympic Park Aquatic Centre. 
I would like to congratulate both Hannah and Julian on their achievements so far in swimming. They have
made me and the school very proud of them both. 
Julian placed 2nd overall for the 10yo 50m Freestyle event and will proudly represent 
our school at the Polding Swimming Championships in April at Sydney Olympic Park
Aquatic Centre. The OLD Chatswood community wish Julian all the best in his race in 
the next stage of the trials. Goodluck!!



Congratulations to Mrs Lauren Watts and her husband
Dan who have welcomed their twins into the world.

 Georgia Eloise (2.9kg) and Ryan James (2.4kg) were born
on 10 March at 3.00pm and 3.02pm. Lauren and the twins
are all doing well. We wish their family every happiness as

they enjoy this wonderful time together as a family

CONGRATULATIONS
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Delivery time can extend this period by a few days.
5.Books are handed out at school for students to take home.
If you are new to Book Club you will need to follow the steps at the LOOP site (scholastic.com.au/loop)
 to register an account and set up a new profile – this includes:
·Clicking the ORDER tab and selecting your child’s class / class teacher
·Adding your child’s name 
·Entering the product item number (from the catalogue)
·Making a payment via credit card

Book Club
Issue 2 of Scholastic Book Club has now been handed out to families. Many
thanks to all the families (there were so many of you!) who purchased books
from Issue 1. All purchases also contribute to our School Rewards Dollars. This
fund has assisted us to buy new resources for the Library and for teachers to
use for the new English Curriculum. Where possible it is also used to purchase
student book requests. This ensures our Library is also filled with books
chosen by our very own students! Last year our Rewards Dollars and our Book
Week Book Fair helped us to buy Decodable Reader Sets for our Infants
classes.
To ensure Issue 2 Book Club purchases arrive before the end of term, the due
date for all orders will be FRIDAY MARCH 21st.
A reminder of how to purchase books:
1.Scholastic Book Club Catalogue (magazine) is brought home. 
2.Buying is completely optional and can be a one-off purchase.
3.Order books ONLINE using the Scholastic Australia LOOP website or app.
LOOP orders are electronically linked to our school in a secure online process.
NO CASH PAYMENTS at school – all orders are to be completed by a parent or
adult at home.
4.Books will be delivered directly to school at the close of the Book Club
Period. Normally this is a few weeks to allow for browsing and selection. 
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The Premier’s Reading Challenge has begun! All students are invited to participate. Some students have already
started to enter their Reading Log online. The school has been warned by the PRC facilitators that the website has
experienced heavy traffic since the challenge has begun and some difficulties may be had in this early stage. A hard
copy of a Reading Log will be made available to students should they wish to record their books on paper first, to then
add online at a later stage. These will be offered to students in their next Library lesson.
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NATIONAL
RIDE2SCHOOL

DAY
Friday 21 March 2025
















